
 

copyright2007  Durham Learning Systems Ltd. 

Developing Understanding 4 
Unit 11-8 

 
   
 

Topic: Describing a creature 
Text: Horses through time 

 
Task: When describing a creature, you need to organise your writing. 
Imagine that you have seen the creature below while out on a country walk. 
Label the picture with adjectives, adverbs and powerful verbs to describe 
it. The boxes will help you to organise your thoughts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Appearance (size, shape, colour, 
features) 

the size of a pony -  four thick 

legs – three toes on each foot -

long, powerful neck – head 

rather like a camel’s – wide 

nostrils – greyish wrinkled skin  

Habitat (where you saw it) and diet 

on the edge of woods by a lake – 

came down to drink – tore up long 

grass to eat 

Behaviour (attitude to humans, sounds it made, how it moved) 

alert – sniffed the air - shy of humans - tossed up its head and ran 

clumsily away – strange trumpeting sound 

Students’ writing is supported 
through structured planning.  

This helps to build confidence. 
 


